The Robber
Standards addressed:  1.1 Demonstrate an awareness of personal space, general space, and boundaries while moving in different directions and at high, medium, and low levels in space.

Equipment: Carpet squares or individual mats – enough for all but one student 

Time: Adjustable, 15+ minutes

	Activity- “The Robber”


* Prior to beginning activity, chose a warm-up activity.
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Instruction:  Explain the concept of personal space.  Discuss how most people like to have an area around them that is not occupied, an area called personal space.  Connect concept to students’ experiences in line, or at their desks.  Tell students that they will play a game about personal space.  They will need to stay in their area and can not intrude on others’ areas.

· Determine the outer boundaries for the activity and point them out –this will become the “neighborhood”.

· Choose one player to be “The Robber” – this player will stand in the center of the neighborhood.

· Have other students find a space within the boundaries and place their carpet square; this will become their “home”.  They need to make sure that their area is not touching the homes of students near them, or any other objects.

· Have students sit cross-legged on their home.  They can not leave their home.  

· When “The Robber” says “The robber is in town” players on the carpets try to exchange places with each other and try to sit on a new home.

· The robber must try to “steel” a home.  When the robber steels a new home there will be one player without a home.  This player becomes the new robber.

· Continue playing game with new robber.  Robbers will continue to be rotated as students can’t find a home.   

	Modifications

	* Use more than one robber.

* Take away homes to increase the difficulty of finding a home.

*Use laminated construction paper as mats if carpet squares aren’t available.


*This game was adapted from Ready-to-Use P.E. Activities for Grades K-2 By: Landy & Landy[image: image1.png]
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